Below are transcripts of blessings shared at our 9/11 Day Meal Pack events through the years, by leaders of various faiths.  Feel free to share and/or adapt these and share with your own faith community, when talking about the 9/11 National Day of Service.


Jewish Faith

1. In Jewish tradition, there are three ways we commemorate people who we have lost.  Through prayer, through Study and through acts of service.  And according to our sages the most important is actually acts of service and kindness.  Because those actually ensure that the person’s memory becomes a blessing in our world. So today we are here engaged in the holiest of work, ensuring that 3000 souls remain a blessing, present with us in this world.  Through the acts of loving kindness that we show, through the regard that we have for our neighbors, we ensure that their memories will be a blessing.  

2. Every time there is an avoidable tragedy in America, we hear people offering their “thoughts and prayers” to the victims and those who love them. Often they offer blessings which are intended to comfort and support those whose lives have been forever changed by the tragedy that has struck them.  But those thoughts and prayers are always too little, and too late.  Always after the fact. It would be better for us to follow the example of the late Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heshel who, when he was marching with the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. in Selma and elsewhere used to say that he was ‘praying with his feet.’ While he was certainly capable of offering blessings, he was a living role model for how to BE the blessing that took the form of inspiration, and calls to conscience. And so, as we look around this place and this space, as we look into each other's eyes and faces, and as we are reminded that serving our fellow human beings is a form of “praying with our feet,” let us reflect the compassion, grace, and love of the divine by always BEING the blessing that we seek..  As Victor Hugo reminded us  in Les Miserables, “with our acts of loving kindness, we exemplify and reflect divine love.  To love another person is to see the face of God.”  Thank you all for your service, and may you always be a blessing. 

Muslim Faith

1. God almighty says in the holy Quran -  in chapter 2, verse 195 - and do good, truly god loves the good doers.  Prophet Muhammad said “the best among you are those who are a source of benefit to others.  In our nation, there are millions of people who live in poverty, who go to bed at night with no food in their stomachs.  God almighty has blessed this country with tremendous resources and diversity of people who bring rich intellectual, spiritual, and physical strength, through creativity, service and innovative minds.  We pray this great nation of ours will continue to strive to represent us all as one human family. We offer our tributes and deepest condolences to the families of all those who lost their lives on the tragic day of 9/11/2001.  


2. In the name of God most merciful, the ever merciful. Creator of the heavens, the earth, and all that exists in the universe. Oh God you have created humanity that we may get to know one another, love one another, protect one another, and learn from each other.  Oh Lord, send us your peace, which is perfect and everlasting. Send us your peace oh Lord that we may speak and think as one family. Send us your peace oh lord that we may be content and thankful for your bountiful gifts. Oh God, we ask that you bless this wonderful group of volunteers that are here today in service. Provide us your protection, your mercy, your love. Make us a source of inspiration.  And grant us your guidance that we may be advocates of peace. 

3. In the name of Allah, the beneficent, the merciful, praise be to the lord of the universe, who has created us and made us into tribes and nations that we may know eachother, not that we may despise each other. In the name of God, the compassionate, the merciful.  Look with compassion on the whole human family.  Take away the controversial teachings of arrogance, divisions and hatreds which have badly infected our hearts, Break down the walls that separate us.  Reunite us in bonds of love. Reunite us in bonds of love, and work through our struggle and confusion to accomplish your purposes on earth.  That in good time, all nations and races may jointly serve you in justice, peace and harmony.  Amen. 


Christian Faith

1. On the morning of September 11, 343 members of the FDNY gave their lives in service to the city of New York.  One of them was Chaplain Father Michael Judge.  Father Judge left behind an incredible legacy of service and love. And he gives us this prayer.  ‘Lord - take me where you want me to go. Let me meet who you want me to meet.  Tell me what you want me to say.  And keep me out of your way.  Amen.”  

2. It is the caring and compassion within us and around us, that - joined with the work of our hands - transforms the memory of this sacred day from tragedy and  hate, into goodness and generosity.  I’d like to adapt a prayer from the great peacemaker, St. Francis.  “As we work together today, God of all Nations, and all peoples.  Make us instruments of your peace. As this day was once darkened with hatred and violence, shine on us, as we fill this new day with love and generous service.  As this day once left scars of great injury, destruction and death, be with us, so our efforts become a healing balm.  As this one day, once opened the floodgates of despair, rain down upon us, and fill us with new hope.  As this day once silenced us with fear, be in this room now, as it resounds with the sounds of joy.  God of all nations and peoples, make us instruments of your peace.  And we all say, Amen.  

3. The holy scriptures declare that God is our refuge, and strength, a very present help in trouble.  Therefore we will not fear. Though the earth shall change, and the mountains slip into the heart of the sea. Though its waters roar and foam.  Though the mountains quake at its swelling pride.  We recognize your greatness, God and your goodness.  Today we thank you for life, for health, we ask that you provide strength to all who have suffered and continue to suffer. We ask that you grant them peace.  Peace of mind, heart, and soul.  We are grateful today that while we mourn with those who mourn, we can take this grief and do good for those in great need. Bless the visionaries, increase their resources as you expand their borders.  May their efforts triple and quadruple.  Thank you for all that they are doing in their lives.  Comfort your children today, God. I speak peace to every heavy heart.  May God’s love consume you, his grace envelop you, and may hope never leave your side.  Amen.  

4. A Stone of Remembrance

Do you like to hike? In the woods, trails are usually color-coded with small marks painted on trees (blazes). In more mountainous areas where there are not many trees, there are man-made stacks of stones (cairns). These markers tell you you are on the right path, keep going. 

In the Hebrew scriptures, or the Old Testament (Joshua 4) the same occurs. Since they could not run down to the plaque engraving store, tribes would create make-shift memorials with stacks of stones to honor and remember- spiritual cairns.

The attack on Sept. 11th, 2001 turned massive buildings into stones of remembrance. The question becomes what will we do with them? 

1. We stop. In our world we could easily fill our days 24/7. To honor the lives lost and heroes who ran in, one of the most important actions we can take is to stop. Put a pause on the busyness that seeps in. “Shut off notifications” so to speak and set aside what pushes its way in front of us. Be still, quiet and thankful.
2. We act. Choose to use your finite time, god-given abilities and untapped passion to serve those around you. Every religion and spiritual practice does not just request that we care for others but commands it! 

Paraphrasing Isaiah 61:3
‘provide for those who grieve—
bestow on them a crown of beauty, instead of ashes,
the oil of joy, instead of mourning,
and a garment of praise, instead of a spirit of despair.
They will be called oaks of righteousness,’

In other words create light out of darkness and love out of hate. Or as it says at the Martin Luther King Jr memorial in Washington DC, “out of a mountain of despair, a stone of hope.” We can use our tragic 9/11 stone of remembrance to offer justice and mercy. 

We can create a new path, then keep going.
